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Mitch Simpson. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you.

The President. Yes, sir. I loved meeting
your employees too.

Robert Simpson. Well, if you have just
a minute, I have a few more back there.

Statement on the Situation in Burma

May 27, 2008

I am deeply troubled by the Burmese
regime’s extension of National League for
Democracy general secretary and Nobel
Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi’s
house arrest on May 27. Aung San Suu
Kyi’s current house arrest dates back to
May 2003, when she was detained following
the murderous assault by regime-sponsored
thugs on her motorcade in Depayin. The
United States calls upon the regime to re-
lease all political prisoners in Burma and

The President. All right, good. Thank
you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert Simpson,
president, and Mitch Simpson, vice presi-
dent, Silverado Cable Co.

begin a genuine dialogue with Aung San
Suu Kyi, the National League for Democ-
racy, and other democratic and ethnic mi-
nority groups on a transition to democracy.

The United States will continue to help
the people of Burma recover from the dev-
astation of Cyclone Nargis and will con-
tinue to support the Burmese people’s
long-term struggle for freedom. Laura and
I look forward to the day when the people
of Burma know true liberty and democracy.

Commencement Address at the United States Air Force Academy in

Colorado Springs, Colorado
May 28, 2008

Thank you. Mr. Secretary, thank you for
the kind introduction. General Moseley,
General Regni, Mr. Congressman: Thank
you. Academy staff and faculty, distin-
guished guests, and proud family members:
I am so pleased to stand before the future
leaders of the United States Air Force.

I have something I'd like to say to the
Cadet Wing: Class of 2008! [Applause] Yes,
that’s good. I was a little worried you we’re
going to yell, “Give him the Bird!” [Laugh-
ter]

You're the 50th graduating class in the
history of the Air Force Academy. Each
of you has worked hard to reach this mo-
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ment. You survived “Beast,” “Terrazzo
sailing,” “fatty bags” at Mitch’s. [Laughter]
You earned your “prop and wings” at
Pinnacle. And today you will receive your
degree and commission as Air Force
officers. Your teachers are proud of you,
your parents are proud of you, and so is
your Commander in Chief. Job well done.
The superintendent informs me that
some of you are still on restriction. [Laugh-
ter] It might be because you were caught
running from the “lightning van.” [Laugh-
ter] Or it might be because of “Jimmy
Chad’s apple.” [Laughter] Whatever the
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